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JERUSALEM AND THE HOLY LAND 

BY JOHAK F. BCHELTEMA 



The sacred armies and the godly knight 
That the great sepulchre of God did free. 

The legendary lore of Jerusalem has a story to the effect 
that every year in the night of the 18th of March, namely, 
the day on which, A. D. 1313, the burning at the stake of 
Jacques de Molay marked the suppression of the Order of 
Knights Templars, whose last Grandmaster he was, an ap- 
parition disturbed the solemn quiet of their rubble-bidden 
burial vault at Ophel. Unsheathing his flaming sword, a 
messenger from heaven, clad in heavy armor under the flow- 
ing white cloak with the red cross that distinguished them 
during their lives, entered the place where they had hoped to 
find rest after their valorous deeds in the service of the Lord, 
and asked with thundering voice and awful mien: " Who, 
then, is to cleanse God's warriors of the stain that the Holy 
Sepulchre is still in Paynim hands? " And the poor, morti- 
fied knights of Christ, forced to an answer by their dreadful 
visitor's insistent interrogation, that broke the silence of their 
mournful repose over and over again, could only find heart 
for the feeble response, while they moved uneasily in their 
tombs : " None from our midst : our Temple is destroyed. 
Not unto us the task of reclaiming the Holiest ; not unto us, 
O Lord! " 

Henceforth the Templars can slumber calmly until they 
wake to the blast of the last trumpet. The grim spectre of 
reproach for unaccomplished vows is laid. It needed another 
Godfrey of Bouillon to do it and he has been found. After 
673 years of continuous Muhammadan dominion since the 
Kharizmians, driven from their homes by the Tartar invasion 
and invited West by Sultan Ayyub, had ended the inter- 
mittent sway of the Franks in Jerusalem, an army com- 
manded by Sir Edmund Allenby occupied the town on 
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Tuesday, the 11th of December, 1917. His entering on foot 
by the Jaffa Gate, commonly called " the friend," made him 
fulfill, thanks to an ingenious if far-fetched play on his name, 
an alleged prophecy which predicted that " he who shall exalt 
Jerusalem among the cities of the earth will come to her 
unmounted, humbling himself before God (Allah) and the 
Prophet (an-Naby)." Whether it was foretold or not, last 
Christmas saw a British general officer as protector and de- 
fender of the Holy Sepulchre, a title which seemed dignified 
enough to the first Christian ruler of a domain whose royal 
sovereignty he had refused, because " a king should not be 
chosen where God suffered and was crowned with thorns." 

Now, as eight centuries ago, when mediaeval Europe set 
out on its oriental excursions prompted by devotional ardor, 
its fortuitously educational tours in the form of crusades, 
the capture of Jerusalem reopens the eternal question of 
predominance in the Near East, of control over the old- 
established routes of commerce by land with farther Asia. 
Yerushalayim — founded in peace! — an ancient hill-fort 
already in the time of Melchizedek, priest-king of Salem, 
who "brought forth bread and wine" to Abraham and 
blessed him, has sustained a full score of sieges in the cease- 
less clash of arms for supremacy of trade ; has consequently 
become a Babel of tongues and religions, a confusion of 
peoples and races, that do "not understand one another's 
speech " nor customs nor modes of worship. Christian, Jew 
and Moslem meet there on a spot consecrated by the origins 
of the dogmas that spiritualize their labors, each considering 
his faith the only true one. The very holiness of the place 
unchained tempestuous rage in dismal contrast with the 
hopeful mystery of final redemption from sin and sorrow, 
of the going up from the doom of evil to pure, immortal joy 
we attach to it. And behold, on that " theatre of nations," 
as Gibbon so properly calls it, the curtain is raised for another 
act in our world's great drama, an episode connected with 
our war of wars. 

At one of the conferences held in London to devise ways 
and means for keeping within bounds the rivalries among 
the European Powers, intensified by the Balkan imbroglio, 
then worse confounded by the Turkish revolution, a diplo- 
matist of long experience remarked that, after all, it did not 
matter very much whether he and his confreres in session 
could stave off a general conflagration which, if not precipi- 
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tated by squabbles in the cock-pit of Eastern Europe, was 
sure to come anyhow on account of conflicting claims in 
Western Asia. Just there Syria with Palestine is one of 
the most coveted places in the, sun, a traditional bone of con- 
tention. So much so that its map, dotted with battle-fields, 
can well serve for an illustration of military tactics and 
strategy in marches and counter-marches from prehistoric 
times to our present day. Rather loosely constituted in its 
component parts, it lacks precise boundaries as a whole. 
The term Palestine in particular has no positive geographic 
value nor does it convey the idea of a political unit. Running 
North and South " from Dan to Beersheba," the section of 
the mountain rampart between the Syrian desert and the 
Mediterranean so designated creates the impression of a 
projection of Europe along the latter's basin into Asia as 
Spain is a projection of Africa into Europe. Its Mediter- 
ranean climate, too, helped it to exceeding prominence among 
the meeting-grounds of East and West, made it a fit locality 
for the birth of the Messiah and the dissemination of His 
Gospel. Hallowed through His teachings and death, yet 
thereafter as before the scene of grievous dissensions, it has 
been cut up by the Sublime Porte according to the exigencies 
of Ottoman administration. The Uwa (district or depart- 
ment) of al-Quds, lit. " the Holy," comprising Jerusalem 
and environs under an independent mutassarif (prefect), 
covers a territory almost identical with the new testamental 
Judaea; Western Palestine is incorporated into the vilayet 
(province) of Bayrut; Eastern Palestine is under the juris- 
diction of the waly (governor) of the vilayet of Suriya 
(Syria), who resides at Damascus. 

For the government of alien subjects, says a close ob- 
server, the guiding word in the Turkish language is akildneh, 
which means " skillfully." There has always been and still 
is much difference of opinion concerning the methods em- 
ployed by the Turk in exercising his administrative skill, 
especially with regard to the infidels whose false invention 
denies the super-excellence of his faith. While a good many, 
and among them Christian missionaries of repute, who know 
him well, defend him as kind-hearted and naturally tolerant, 
others echo and re-echo the estimate associated with the Near 
Eastern policy advocated by the school of Bright and Cobden, 
which delighted in gibbeting him as " an irreclaimable ruffian 
who should be improved off the face of the earth as soon as 
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may be." National aspirations and international jealousies 
had doubtless something to do with such extreme views, 
enmities engendered already during the crusades, ambitions 
culminating, for instance, in Napoleon's plans for Eastern 
conquest; clashing in divided counsels over Muhammed Aly's 
efforts to expand Egypt toward the Persian Gulf, in the 
Syrian troubles, in the Turco-Grecian and Turco-Russian 
conflicts — divers flamings up of the ever-smoldering Eastern 
Question. 

After entering upon its modern phase with the treaty of 
peace concluded between Russia and Turkey at Kuchuk 
Kainarjy on July 21st, 1774, and affecting the Napoleonic 
wars, the Eastern Question was ignored — and for good 
reasons — at the Congress of Vienna and the subsequent Con- 
gresses of the so-called Holy Alliance. The Treaty of Paris 
established a system of guarantees which aimed at putting 
the Ottoman Empire under a sort of tutelage and would have 
facilitated its partition, a foregone conclusion since in 1699 
the Peace of Karlowitz marked the beginning of its decline, 
if the interested Powers had been able to agree on their 
claims to the Grand Turk's heritage. The Congress of 
Berlin, revising the Treaties of Paris and London, empha- 
sized the political doctrine that the Sick Man on the Golden 
Horn is responsible to Christian Europe for his demeanor 
in the domains still remaining to him after successive ampu- 
tations. In Article 62 of the treaty which terminated and 
crowned its travail, it also recognized the protectorate of 
France over the Latin Christians in the Levant, without, 
however, specifying her " acquired rights," but discounte- 
nancing any attempt to change the status quo of the Holy 
Places. Far from clearing the situation with respect to those 
ticklish problems, the quasi-prophylactic reservation and in- 
junction became in its vague phraseology a new source of 
contention. France, founding her privileges in the Near 
East upon numerous treaties and agreements which in the 
course of four centuries confirmed and amplified the Capitu- 
lations granted in 1535 by Sultan Soliman II to King 
Francis I, was not disposed to overlook Austrian and Italian 
encroachments on her protectorate in its widest sense, includ- 
ing her supervision of the Roman Catholic clergy, secular 
and regular, even though she is anti-clerical at home. Russia 
was accused of more zeal than discretion in her propagandism 
of the Greek Orthodox faith. 
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Further complications ensued in consequence of the 
advent on the scene of Emperor Wilhelm II of Germany 
as the protector of the protestants in competition with Great 
Britain ; as the protector of German Catholics on the strength 
of Pan-Germanic arrogations ; as the protector of Islam, too. 
In fact, chameleon-like, he revealed himself as willing and 
ready to pose for anything, to assume any role which could 
mask the real object of his visit in his real quality of an 
august commercial traveler, bent on smashing with his mailed 
fist all obstacles to a world monopoly for his firm, the house 
of Hohenzollern and — at a most respectful distance behind 
as a partner of slightest importance — Germania. If, a thou- 
sand years earlier, the Teutons under Arminius, annihilating 
the legions of Varus in the forest of Teutoburg, had made 
their debut as an essentially warlike people, increasingly 
opposed in the coming ages to classic civilization, that heir- 
loom of the Latins they despised, their imperial exponent 
of our day, seeking an outlet in the East for their growing 
commercial and industrial energy, found also the Anglo- 
Saxons barring their path. Yet it was one of that race, 
Cecil Rhodes, who is said to have opened the Kaiser's eyes 
to the chances offered by Turkey in Asia as a stepping stone 
for conquest in the track of Alexander the Great to offset 
lost opportunities in Africa, improving upon the frustrated 
plans of Napoleon the Great. However this may be, rather 
than the spirit of Bismarck, apathetic to a degree in the mat- 
ter of colonial ventures, it was von Moltke's that, in 1898, 
animated his Majesty on his picturesque journey to Jeru- 
salem and the Holy Land, ostensibly undertaken to attend 
in person the consecration of the German Church of the 
Redeemer, built on the site of the long demolished Chapel 
of Santa Maria Latina, in 1869 presented for that purpose 
to his father, the then Crown Prince Friedrich Wilhelm, by 
the Sultan Abd' al-Majid. 

The diligently advertised, spectacular event reminded one 
of Isaiah's plaint: " Cry, O city; thou, whole Palestine, art 
dissolved: for there shall come forth from the north a 
smoke " ; and the crowning ceremony on the Muristan gave 
fresh food for the conviction that history repeats itself. Had 
not Pope Gregory IX, excommunicating the other German 
Emperor, a Hohenstaufen, who graced the Holy Land with 
his presence, preceding this Hohenzollern by seven centuries, 
styled him a henchman of Mahound, the Antichrist, that 
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traveled to Jerusalem not as a crusader or pilgrim, but as a 
pirate? Piracy takes a multitude of forms according to 
circumstances and times. Friedrich II appropriated by 
means of his marriage with Yolante, daughter of King Jean 
de Brienne, also the fair and pleasant " daughter of Zion " 
with all the territory she held, the principalities, counties, 
baronies and seignories that depended on her, to the extent 
his arms and diplomacy could prevail. Wilhelm II. of 
wider vision, thought of universal dominion, coveting conti- 
nents. The gigantic enterprise, described in current par- 
lance as the five B's (Berlin-Byzantium-Baghdad-Bassorah- 
Bahn), was to give him a kind of preventive mortgage on 
the Near and Middle East to start with. A direct result of 
the Kaiser's first visit to Sultan Abd'al-Hamid II in 1889, 
which inaugurated German ascendency in Turkey, it grew 
from the small beginning of the concession in the previous 
year of a railroad doubling the already existing one from 
Haydar Pasha on the Bosporus, opposite Constantinople, 
to Ismid, some sixty miles in length, and to be run through 
to Angora. Between 1893 and 1896 a branch line was con- 
structed from Esky Sheher to Konia (Iconium) . On March 
5th, 1903, Zihni Pasha, Turkish Minister of Commerce and 
Public Works, and the President and Directors of the Ana- 
tolian Railway Company signed the convention which pro- 
vided for an extension from Konia instead of Angora, as in 
von Pressel's original plan, to the Persian Gulf, by means 
of the Imperial Ottoman Baghdad Railway Company. Paid 
for by loans negotiated through the intermediary of the 
Deutsche Bank, this Pan-Germanic triumph raised in the 
Central Empires an enthusiasm by which the depth of dis- 
appointment at the scheme's impending collapse can be 
gauged. 

The news of the recent happenings in the Holy Land, 
while the British army in Mesopotamia holds the projected 
railroad's main eastern station, carries indeed evil bodings 
for its completion and later exploitation under German man- 
agement. Throwing back the Turkish troops that were to 
invade Egypt, and following the way of Philistine migration, 
the British army in Palestine seized in rapid succession 
Beersheba and Gaza, the key, as Napoleon considered it, of 
Syria to the North and the Nile Delta to the South. After 
the taking of Askalon on the 9th and of Jaffa on the 17th 
of November, a halt was called to wait for the French and 
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Italian contingents despatched to participate in this modern 
crusade, led in turn by Sir John G. Maxwell, Sir Archibald 
Murray and Sir Edmund Allenby, warriors of no less 
prowess but greater discernment and political sagacity than 
their famous predecessor, Richard of the Lion Heart. 
Though Hebron was found evacuated, the enemy offered 
resistance at Bethlehem and several other places whose names 
conjure up images of peace and good will rather than mur- 
derous combat. In the night of the 8th of December the 
Turkish garrison withdrew from Jerusalem and on the morn- 
ing of the 9th the civil authorities came forth with a flag of 
truce to surrender the town. To quote the cinque cento poet 
once more: 

The walls were won, the gates were opened wide. 

Like General Maude's proclamation to the inhabitants 
of Baghdad, General Allenby' s to those of Jerusalem, read 
in four languages at the base of the Tower of David, imme- 
diately after his unpretentious but none the less highly im- 
pressive formal entrance of the town, was a model of soldierly 
statesmanship on lines quite different from the threatening 
declaration promulgated as an earnest of Jeremiah's predic- 
tion by Cyrus, King of Persia. In his dispositions for a wise 
exercise of his functions as military governor of al-Quds of 
the Moslemin, General Allenby showed also much necessary 
tact. One of his orders provided for the continued Moslem 
guardianship of the Qubbah as-Sakhrah in the Haram ash- 
Sharif, the chief Muhammadan shrine on the sacred hill 
where Jehovah had hovered in a cloud; where David had 
seen His angel, standing " between the earth and the heaven, 
having a drawn sword in his hand " ; where Solomon's temple 
stood and the new one that replaced it, and Herod's temple; 
the silent corner of the high place where the Avim and the 
Anakim used to sacrifice in their prehistoric age; where 
Hadrian raised an altar to Jupiter, turning the city of the 
son of Jesse, which is Zion, into the Roman colony of Aelia 
Capitolina. So, with respect to the Bayt al-Maqdis, the 
home of the sanctuary, prospective Moslem subjects were 
appeased and propitiated by measures calculated to impress 
upon them Great Britain's solicitude for their religious needs 
and wishes, on a par with the substitution of a British for a 
Turkish guard to the caravan that conveys from Cairo to 
Mecca the kiswah, the annually renewed covering for the 
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Ka'bah. Notwithstanding the Emperor Wilhelm's assur- 
ances to successive Grand Signiors at Stambool, the German 
attitude toward Islam compares most unfavorably with these 
attentions : General von Falkenhayn, for example, directing 
Turkish operations from Aleppo, has scandalized the true 
believers, by establishing himself with his giaur German staff 
in the principal house of prayer there, the jam? Zakariya, 
where tradition points out the grave of that righteous 
doubter, John the Baptist's father. 

Reasons accumulate why Sir Edmund Allenby, pushing 
on from Jericho for a junction with Sir William R. Marshall, 
commander of the late General Maude's army in Mesopo- 
tamia, should prove as formidable a hindrance to the realiza- 
tion of the Kaiser's oriental dreams as Sir William Sidney 
Smith was to those of Napoleon. A junction as contem- 
plated, after the taking of Mosul, by an armament moving 
northward from Baghdad, and the armament now proceed- 
ing from Jerusalem toward Damascus and Aleppo, rein- 
forced, perhaps, by troops from Cyprus, descending upon 
Mersina or Ayas to occupy Adana, would mean the cutting 
of the lines of communication between Asia Minor and Syria 
with Arabia. General Marshall is badly hampered by the 
failure of disintegrating Russia to second his movements; 
General Allenby, on the other hand, has in his favor the sup- 
port given to him by allied Arab tribes, that harass the Hejaz 
Railway and swarm up east of the Jordan, covering his right 
flank. His victorious march to Aleppo and Killis (Mus- 
timieh), the meeting-point of the Syrian railways with the 
railways east to Ras al-Ayn in the direction of Mosul, and 
west and northwest to Alexandrette, Konia, Haydar Pasha 
and Smyrna, might settle the fate of the Asiatic provinces 
of the Ottoman Empire, at least in so far as their southern 
portion is concerned, despite its secret treaty with Germany, 
which guaranteed Turkish rule in those regions. The initial 
wresting of Palestine from the Grand Turk's clutch augurs 
well for the consummation in the near future of the " bag and 
baggage " policy, conformably to the words of the Quran 
(chapter of al-arafj that is the partition between paradise and 
hell) : " Unto every nation there is a prefixed term; therefore 
when their term is expired, they shall not have respite for an 
hour, neither shall they be anticipated." 

The ultimate restriction contained in this pearl of wisdom, 
fallen from the mouth of the Prophet, is highly pertinent to 
vol. ecvn.— no. 751 54 
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Palestine at a new parting of the ways in her fortunes. Pro- 
visionally under martial law, administered by a British mili- 
tary governor, with the British flag flying dominant over 
Jerusalem and the French and Italian flags hoisted over 
French and Italian property such as convents and schools, 
whose will the Holy Land be to have and to hold after the 
conclusion of peace? Prized beyond estimation for its re- 
ligious associations and of the utmost strategical value, espe- 
cially to Great Britain as a bulwark to Egypt and a coign 
of vantage for the protection of an overland route to India 
more direct than the German Baghdad Railway, it possesses 
only moderate attractions in an agricultural or industrial 
sense. Though a large part of the Jordan valley can, no 
doubt, be reclaimed by irrigation, elsewhere there is little 
room for the farmer's or live stock raiser's pursuits, except 
in the plains of Esdraelon and Sharon, and Upper Galilea. 
At this moment no more than about four or five thousand 
square miles of its soil are under cultivation. It has no 
navigable rivers. Its mineral wealth consists principally 
of some phosphate, some traces of rock-oil in scattered 
localities, and sulphur and asphalt in the vale of Siddim, 
collected by the gatherers of salt on the shores of the Dead 
Sea, the Lacus Asphaltites of the Romans and the Bahr Lut, 
Lot's Sea, of the Arabs. Malaria asserts itself severely and 
so does the insidious sore which in its most malignant varieties 
blossoms out as the vexatious, unornamental Jericho boil or 
Aleppo button. 

Notwithstanding these drawbacks, Palestine has known 
a good deal of immigration even before the Hebrews came 
and the Philistines and the Greeks, who populated the cities 
of Decapolis, and later the Arabs. In 1856, six years after 
Ludwig Ross began to advocate German colonization in the 
Holy Land, a number of Americans settled in Jaffa, but 
their experiment miscarried: some could not stand the climate 
and died; the survivors moved away. More success attended 
the " Temple " colonies founded by Christoph H. Hoffmann 
of Wurttemberg, also in Jaffa, in Hayfa, Sarona, Rephaim 
and Jerusalem. Moslem Circassians, seeking refuge from 
Russian attempts at conversion, were given new homes by 
Sultan Abd'al-Hamid II on the east banks of the Jordan 
and along the Hejaz Railway, and developed that region 
according to their primitive notions of husbandry. Sinking 
artesian wells, building dams for water storage, draining the 
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country and covering it with eucalyptus plantations to keep 
off the malaria, the thousands of Russian Jews who, equally 
in search of religious freedom, fled to Palestine between 1881 
and 1914, did rather better; and their thriving colonies, of 
which that at Petah Tikwah is the oldest, are now consoli- 
dated under the auspices of the Palestine Colonization Asso- 
ciation after having been financed at a loss by Baron Edmond 
de Rothschild. Whatever industrial concerns exist, handi- 
capped by lack of coal and iron, are also mostly owned or 
managed by Jews, notably the tanneries and dyeshops, the 
soap factories at Nabulus (Shechem) and the trade in 
oranges at Jaffa. Thanks to Hebrew activity, the slender 
material resources of the Holy Land were increasingly util- 
ized up to the breaking out of the war. And, strengthening 
the claims based on the relations between ancient Palestine 
and Israel, these obligations of modern Palestine to the 
Israelites of the present dispensation have doubtless influ- 
enced the intention of the Powers of the Entente, formulated 
by Mr. Balfour, British Secretary for Foreign Affairs, to 
establish for the Jewish people after their long wanderings 
and mournings for the palace that lies desolate, a national 
home in the shadow of Mount Zion, its corner-stone and 
foundation. 

JOHAN F. SCHELTEMA. 



